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conservation group that has bought a former mall office building,
had the same desire. so, about a year ago, the group converted

the historic building into the museum of contemporary art detroit,
and is now on the verge of having it officially open to the public,

said james cross, the organization’s president and ceo. the
museum, which is set to open to the public saturday, will serve as
a resource for residents and visitors to learn about the history of
the city and take part in the preservation and care of the city’s

landscape, he said. the museum, which has the mission of
"enhancing, preserving and advancing life in the city of detroit,"
will feature works by local artists including a stone sculpture by
mark di suvero and a painting of the detroit river from a local

painter. the museum’s new location follows a long path. in 2011, it
held a $1.25 million dollar competition to find the best possible
location for the museum to be housed. the dearborn land trust,
which held the contest, had received nearly 100 proposals as of
february from organizations that included the detroit institute of
art, the henry ford museum and the new york-based children’s
museum. the museum then hired an international search team,
including consultants from new york, los angeles and chicago, to
help select an organization to implement the museum’s mission,
according to james cross, the organization’s president and ceo.
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