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overall pick was the best choice at the 2015 draft.
Patrick Kane is a generational talent who could

single-handedly carry a struggling franchise from
mediocrity into true contention. The Blackhawks are
already an impressive team in spite of his absence,

but the addition of Kane to their top-9 will be the
make or break for this team if they hope to win the

Stanley Cup. The first overall pick in 2011 was
absolutely the right choice. Duncan Keith was a big-

time, high-profile impact defenseman who could
have been traded to a contending team at the time

of the pick, making the Blue Jackets the
beneficiaries of a steal. But Keith is still just 24 years
old and still has a lot of growth in front of him. The
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confidence he has in himself and his ability to put on
a show at the Scottrade Center is enough for the
Blackhawks to be confident he can win a cup. The
second overall pick was a complete steal. Brent

Seabrook was probably not supposed to be a top-
pairing defenseman. Seabrook had horrible luck

throughout his draft-year. He was in and out of the
AHL due to chronic groin injuries, and he was a

career back-up before coming to Chicago. He hasn’t
been a regular, but he plays with fire and tenacity.
He usually looks like the only one focused on the
game, and he’s got the same scoring talent as

Keith. The third overall pick in 2012 was a playoff
classic. Jonathan Toews was the best player on the

ice for both of his teams. He was absolutely clutch in
the playoffs against Boston and Washington, scoring
clutch goals at key moments of Game 7 against the
Capitals and 1-for-1 and 1-for-2 in Game 6 against
the Bruins. Toews is the more skilled player of the

two, but Keith already proved he could carry a team.
Seabrook has the tenacity and conditioning to play a

punishing style. The fourth overall pick in 2013.
Toews had a disappointing season, just as Keith had

his, and it was extremely disappointing for the
Blackhawks and the fans, so the Blackhawks took

more of a chance on a more skilled player: Phil
Kessel. Kessel had a breakout season and was a key

part in the Penguins’ run to the second round.
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Kessel adds another dimension to the Blackhawks’
offense, and he could easily become 6d1f23a050
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