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determine the.Special Coverage Bob Baffert, the rider who rode the nose of finalist Nearctic for the Kentucky

Derby, has been named the trainer of the 2012 Preakness Stakes winner Kitten's Joy, which will ship Friday to the
track. Baffert will ride for the first time in the Preakness aboard Kitten's Joy, the 5-2 morning-line favorite who ran
second to winner Mine That Bird by a nose in the 1 1/4-mile Grade 1 Florida Derby. The field, Baffert said, will be

competitive. Kitten's Joy will be ridden for the first time by regular jockey Corey Nakatani. "We're getting to where
it's like I train every day," Baffert said. "I wish I could train every day, but it doesn't seem like it's gonna happen.

Nak is doing a great job, and he wants to come in here. He's been riding for me a long time. I could've used him in
the Kentucky Derby, but we thought we'd go in there the best way we felt was to leave it with a real solid try. We

had a solid try, and he did it right. He may have been the better choice, but you make decisions for what you think
is best for your horse at the time." Baffert said his stable will race four Kentucky Derby-bound 2-year-olds in the

Preakness, which will take place May 19. "My stable is packed with good horses," he said. "We're not gonna win a
lot of races, but we've got four that we think can compete at the highest level. We've got good horses, we just need
to keep them as long as we can." Baffert said he will not run in the Belmont, the major test of the season for 3-year-

olds. "The beautiful part about this game is nobody plans for anything," he said. "We're all a week from now."//
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